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SUB J : MARCH 1 STRIKE HAS ONLY LIMITED SUCCESS 

REF: ATHENS 1720 

1 . ON MARCH 1, AROUND 250,000 EMPLOYEES OF BANKS AND 
GOVERNMENT-CONTROLLED ENTERPRISES, CONSTRUCTION WORKERS, 
PUBLIC-TRANSPORT EMPLOYEES AND A HANDFUL OF EMPLOYEES IN 
VARIOUS OTHER SECTORS OF COMMERCE AND INDUSTRY STAGED A 24-HOUR 
STRIKE TO PROTEST THE GOVERNMENT S INCOME AND LABOR POLICY. IN 
PARTICULAR, THEY WERE DEMANDING 30 PERCENT SALARY AND WAGE 
INCREASES AND A 40-HOUR, FIVE-DAY WORKING WEEK. ACCORDING TO 
LABOR MINISTER LASKARIS, THE STRIKE HAD ONLY LIMITED SUCCESS. 
PARTICIPATION WAS HIGH ONLY IN THE BANKING, CONSTRUCTION AND 
COMMUNICATIONS SECTORS (74, 95, AND 71 PERCENT 
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RESPECTIVELY) AND ONLY ABOUT 7.5 PERCENT OF INDUSTRIAL 
WORKERS PARTICIPATED. 

2. LASKARIS REPEATED COORDINATION MINISTER RALLIS' CLAIM 
(REFTEL) THAT THE STRIKE WAS ORGANIZED TO CREATE A CLIMATE 
OF AGITATION FOR POLITICAL MOTIVES AND PUT THE BLAME ON 
THE COMMUNISTS. ALTHOUGH THERE IS SOME VALIDITY TO THE 
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LATTER CHARGE (THE NATIONAL FEDERATION OF CONSTRUCTION 
WORKERS IS THE ONLY COMMUNIST-CONTROLLED FEDERATION), 
LASKARIS EXAGGERATED IN PUTTING ALL THE RESPONSIBILITY ON 
COMMUNISTS. 

3. COMMENT: THE LIMITED SUCCESS OF THE STRIKE CAN BE 
CONSIDERED A VICTORY FOR THE GOVERNMENT. WITH THE RE- 
ASSURANCE THAT A MAJORITY WITHIN THE LABOR MOVEMENT DOES 
NOT SYMPATHIZE WITH THE MORE MILITANT UNIONS WHO ARE 
CHALLENGING ITS WAGE AND SALARY GUIDELINES, THE GOG IS 
IN A STRONGER POSITION TO CARRY OUT ITS PREVIOUSLY 
ANNOUNCED LABOR AND INCOMES POLICY. 
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